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Who should you be 
contacting? 

 

The table on the left 
shows the 
organisations who are 
most appropriate to 
call when you have 
particular symptoms.  

Following this 
guideline will get you 
the most suitable help 
as quickly as possible. 

 

REMEMBER TO USE 
SUNCREAM THIS SUMMER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PATIENT WIFI IS NOW 
AVAILABLE AT BOTH OUR SITES.  
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Screening is a way of identifying apparently healthy people who may have an increased risk 
of a particular condition. The NHS offers a range of screening tests to different sections of 

the population. 

The aim is to offer screening to the people who are most likely to benefit from it.  

 When should you be expecting screening programmes to be offered to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANTENATAL & NEWBORN SCREENING:  

Linked antenatal and newborn sickle cell and thalassaemia . 

Infectious diseases in pregnancy. 

Down’s syndrome. And fetal anomaly ultrasound screening. 

Newborn hearing. 

Newborn and infant physical examination. 

Newborn blood spot. 

DIABETIC EYE SCREENING: 

Offered annually to people with diabetes from the age of 12.  

CERVICAL SCREENING: 

Offered to women aged 25 to 49 every 3 years and to women 

aged 50 to 64 every 5 years 

BREAST SCREENING: 

Offered to women aged 50 to 70 every 3 years.  Women over 70 can self 
refer. 

BOWEL CANCER SCREENING: 

Offered to men and women aged 60 to 74 every two years. Those aged 75+ can 
request screening by ringing 08007076060 

AAA (Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm) SCREENING: 

Offered to all men in their 65th year. Men over this age are able 
to self refer. 



    Staff Updates 

 

 

     Fiona the Practice Manager has welcomed a new baby girl! 

 

  Kerry Hibbs joined us as the new prescribing clerk at Broadstone in May. 

   Also welcome to Sam Hawes who has joined our Merley site as Branch    
Manager, and Hollie Horn who has joined the Merley reception team. 

Altogether Better 

The Harvey Practice is now involved with “Altogether Better” which is an established programme which aims to 
provide help and support to patients who have social rather than clinical needs.  

In the near future the Practice will put together a group of 
‘champions’, patients from the practice, willing to organise and lead 
activities for the benefit of other patients.  These activities may relate 
to medical conditions, where the champions can provide support 
through personal experience, or they may simply be social activities 
which provide much needed ‘friendship’ for members of our commu-
nity who may feel isolated/lonely.   

Feedback from Practices already involved in the programme suggests 
that this new approach can bring significant benefits to the Practice 
and its patients.  Practice Allotment, Cook and Taste, Coffee and Con-
versation, Health Walks are just a few examples of the initiatives which are proving popular in other areas!  

We will be distributing further information on this initiative over the coming months.  In the meantime, if you 
would like to register your interest in becoming a patient Champion please do let us know. 

 

Dementia Awareness 

The Harvey Practice, along with General Practices across Dorset, are     working 
towards implementing the principles of Dementia friendly primary care with the 
purpose of improving patient and carer experience, teamwork and clinical consul-
tations.   

Over the coming months The Harvey Practice will be developing our dementia friendly ethos with staff awareness 
training and environmental assessments.  

We would value input from our patients’ perspective.  If you, or a family member/friend, have been diagnosed with 
Dementia and you would like to provide feedback as to how our services/premises could be improved then Julie 
Palmer (Dementia Champion) would love to hear from you.   



70 Years of the NHS 

 

The National Health Service celebrated its 70th birthday this month on 5 July.  The NHS remains one of 
the nation’s most loved institutions, caring for us from cradle-to-grave, but what of its history? Few 
people can remember a time before the NHS existed, but how and why was it founded? 

 

When was the NHS established? 

On 5 July 1948, the NHS was launched by the then Health Secretary, Aneurin Bevan.  For the first time 
anywhere in the world, hospitals, doctors, nurses, pharmacists, opticians and dentists were brought 
together under one organisation, providing free services to anyone that needed them.  Thanks to a 
public campaign, over 20 million people had registered with a GP.  The sheer volume of demand in the 
NHS’s early days was staggering, because people sought treatment for long-standing illnesses, and 
demanded spectacles, dentures and hearing aids from the state.  

 

What were its core principles? 

The NHS’s founding principles were unlike anything previously in place in their time (though the model 
continues and still holds true today): 

-It was financed almost entirely from central taxation 

-Everyone was eligible for care, even people temporarily resident or visiting the country.  People could 
be referred to any hospital, local or more distant 

-Care was entirely free at the point of use (although prescription charges and dental charges were sub-
sequently introduced) 

 

What existed before the NHS?  

Before its creation, patients were generally required to pay for their healthcare.  The rich were able to 
pay for private doctors, but other groups in society experienced an unfair and inconsistent healthcare 
system.  Thanks to the National Insurance Act of 1911, by the late 1930s, most working-class men had  



access to GPs, funded by workers’ and employers’ contributions.  Many, though, slipped through the 
net:  workers’ wives and children were excluded, as was any hospital treatment.  These people relied on 
free treatment by charitable hospitals and municipal hospitals, established by the Poor Laws in the 
1860s.  Those on middle incomes, unable to afford private care, but not eligible for free care, were not 
well served. 

 

Was the NHS welcomed by everyone? 

Perhaps surprisingly, the NHS wasn’t universally welcomed.  Perhaps even more surprising is that it was 
the medical profession who were most opposed!  Bevan had founded the NHS without building a sin-
gle new hospital or employing a single extra doctor.  He had set about reorganising the existing system, 
nationalising most hospitals and attempting to do the same to GPs’ practices, proposing to pay them a 
fixed salary.  Tough negotiations ensued between the British Medical Association (BMA) and the gov-
ernment and a deal was only reached six weeks before opening day of the NHS.   

 

How did it perform in the early years? 

During the first year, the new NHS vastly overspent its budget.  Bevan argued to Parliament that this 
reflected the ‘overwhelming volume of need’ produced by years of under-provision.  Consensus across 
the main political parties for a continued NHS came after an enquiry into the cost of the service con-
cluded that it was efficient and cost-effective.  Despite its large and growing demands the NHS was 
firmly established at the heart of the nation, where it remains today, having evolved with each passing 
decade.   

 

Where are we now? 

The NHS now employs 1.5million staff across the UK.  With an ageing population and medical advance-
ments in treatment and their subsequent cost, underfunding remains a problem.  There is no doubting 
however that over the last 70 years the NHS has transformed the health and wellbeing of the nation 
and become the envy of the world.  The NHS will continue to change dramatically over the next seventy 
years, but its long term sustainability will depend on its ability to adopt radical innovation and to evolve 
with the changing needs of our population. 

 

 

Dr Annelise Locke     

                  GP Partner     

  



Your feedback matters— Friends and Family  

How likely are you to recommend us to your Friends and Family, please visit 
www.leavemyfeedback.com/4580 to cast your vote.   

Why not visit our website for all up to date surgery information: www.theharveypractice.co.uk  


